334:                                          SAXKASSA.

Tayastimsa Heaven. The Ju-lai had ascended from Jetavana to
Heaven and there lodged in the "Grood-Law-Hall" where he had
preached to his mother: at the end of three months he was
about to descend. Then Indra by his divine power set up triple
stairs of precious substances, the middle one of gold, the left
one of crystal, and the right one of silver. The Buddha descend-
ed on the middle stair, Brahma holding a white whisk came
down with him on the right stair and Indra holding up a jeweled
sunshade descended on the left stair, while devas in the air
scattered flowers and praised the Buddha. These stairs survived
until some centuries before the pilgrim's time when they sank
out of sight then certain kings on the site of the original stairs
set up the present ones of brick and stone adorned with precious
substances and after the pattern of the original stairs. The pre-
sent stairs were above 70 feet high with a Buddhist temple on
the top in which was a stone image of the Buddha, and images
of Brahma and Indra were at the top of the right and left stairs
respectively and these images like the originals appeared to be
descending.

By the side of these was an Asoka stone-pillar of a lustrous
violet colour and very hard with a crouching lion on the top
facing the stairs: quaintly carved figures were on each side of
the pillar, and according to one's bad or good deserts figures
appeared to him in the pillar. Not far from the Stairs was a
tope where the Four Past Buddhas had sat and walked up and
down: beside it was a tope where the Ju-lai had taken a bath:
beside this was a Buddhist temple where the Julai had gone into
samadhi. Beside the temple was a large stone platform 50 paces
long and seven feet high where the Julai had walked up and
down, all his footsteps having the tracery of a lotus-flower: and
on both sides of it were small topes erected by Indra and Brahma.
In front was the place where the bhikshum Lotus flower-colour
(TJttpalavarnI) wishing to be first to see the Buddha on his de-
scent from Heaven transformed herself into a universal sovereign.
At the same time Subhuti sitting meditating on the vanity of
things beheld the spiritual body of .Buddha. The Julai told Ut-
palavarna that she had not been the first to see him for Subhuti
contemplating the vanity of things had preceded'her in seeing
his spiritual body. The Buddha's exercise platform was enclosed
by a wall and had a large tope to the south-east of which was
a tank the dragon of which protected the sacred traces from
wanton injury.

The Life gives the direction in which the pilgrim tra-
velled from F'i-lo-shan-na to Kah-pi-Pa as east instead of
the souh-east of our text, but this may be a slip, the dis-